
D.W. Poppy Secondary School PAC Meeting 

Tuesday December 12, 2023  

In Attendance: 

PAC Members: Kim Leifso (Co-President), Sandra Young (Co-President), Jana Hikichi (Treasurer), 

Tyree Buchanan (Secretary), Tracie Fasullo, Teresa Van Betow, Renee Arbo 

Staff:   Mr. Harris, Principal 

Guests:  none 

Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Co-President, Kim Leifso 
 
Welcome & Introductions 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the November 2023 meeting were adopted. 
 
Principal’s Report (J. Harris) 
 

- At the school in the evening on Dec. 12th there are 5 basketball games underway, Grad Photos, 
and the 1 Act Plays 

- The beautification of the stall doors in some of the girl’s washrooms is having the desired effect, 
no vandalism  

- Pep Rally – was very successful and fun was had by all; future ideas for rallies are to celebrate 
other parts of the Poppy Community in addition to Athletics 

- Leadership Program – being revamped for next year, looking to offer something for the grade 8 
students, and have a potential application process for students that want to take Leadership 

- Espressivo Music Event was a success 
- Recently, Poppy Staff went on a team building Mystery Bus Tour 
- Culture of Care being fostered here at Poppy, with all staff taking part 
- Athletics department is instituting an Athletics Contract to ensure student athlete accountability; 

they are students first, athletes second 
- Tutorial Time – ongoing area of focus to ensure it’s being used appropriately  
- DWP ‘TOPS’ (Totally Outstanding Poppy Student) Nominations (by staff) to begin again; teachers 

can nominate the students for different things; are prize draws for the nominated students  
- Communication to parents – newsletter ~every 2 weeks, and quick emails home with updates 

along the way 
- Cafeteria is closed – major plumbing repairs underway 
- Santa Breakfast (starts at 8:15am) and Final Assembly on Dec. 21st  
- Assistant Superintendent is coming to our January meeting – what questions/concerns do we 

have to provide him time to prepare? 
o Update on the concerns we had previously and haven’t heard back on, ex// what’s being 

done to help increase enrolment at the school. 
 
Co-President’s Report (K. Leifso & S. Young) 
 

- Gaming – we completed (and submitted) the PAC Gaming Control Self-Assessment 
Questionnaire  

o We uncovered through this that the Car Show has been using the PAC’s gaming event 
license for the 50/50 at the car show without involving the PAC.  Funds from the 50/50 
are to be deposited into the PAC Gaming account and then disbursed by the PAC 
according to Gaming rules. 

 
Treasurer’s Report (J. Hikichi) 
 

• Contacted the bank but have been unable to set up a time to change the signers, as such there 
have been no changes to the bank balances. 

• There have been changes to the Gaming Rules for the use of funds, we can no longer use 
Gaming funds to pay for our Scholarships.  We have therefore updated the gaming budget to 
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remove them.  We will need to revisit what we will be able to offer for our scholarships as our 
general fund does not have enough to cover those as well as our appreciation events for staff. 

• Cash deposit of $2,700 that was made in error to the gaming account, we are going to go ahead 
and move those funds into the general account and hold them until the end of the year.  They 
were deposited last July and their source is unknown. 

• Discussions were had regarding the Teacher Funding Requests and the following motions were 
put forward: 

 
Motions made by Sandra as follows: 
 

1. To use PAC Gaming Funds to fund a full set of jerseys for athletics, increasing the current 
approved amount of $2,000 to up to $4,500 for this year.  Seconded by Renee. 

• Discussion – our jerseys are very old and do need replacement and we do have the 
funds available this year. 

• Motion passed unanimously. 
 

2. To use PAC Gaming Funds to support the ISP/ELL field trip requests (x 2 requests) which total 
$951, at a rate of 50% ($475.50); Seconded by Tracie. 

• Discussion – supporting the ISP students can help spread the word about coming to 
Poppy and potentially increase the numbers of International Students that choose to 
come to Poppy in the future.  Noted, that the students should be told in some way that 
the Parents of the Poppy community supported them. 

• Motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. To use PAC Gaming Funds to pay for the AI Video Camera system for sports and clubs for a total 
of $3,737.47 for equipment and year 1 membership. Seconded by Teresa. 

• Discussion – this is a very expensive item and athletics has received quite a bit of funding 
to date, we would prefer to see what other requests come in from the school to support 
other areas as well. 

• Motion deferred at this time. 
 

DPAC Report (T. Fasullo) 

- Minutes of the last meeting were not available in time for this meeting, as such there is no update 
at this time. 

 

Old Business 

• Jana is continuing to follow to register the DWP PAC at BCCPAC 
 

New Business 

• None at this time 
 
Meeting Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:49pm by Kim   
 

 Upcoming Meetings 

• January 9, 2024 

• February 13, 2024 

• March 12, 2024 

• April 9, 2024 

• May 14, 2024 

• June 11, 2024 (AGM)

Meetings are held at 7pm in the Library Learning Commons.  Hope to see you there! 

PAC MEETING AGENDAS and MINUTES ARE POSTED ON THE DW POPPY WEBSITE 


