
 

 

PILLARS OF STANDARDS-BASED GRADING 
 

• Students are partners in assessment by tracking evidence of their own learning and progress through ongoing self-assessment (i.e. journaling, portfolios, learning 
maps, etc.) based on relevant exemplars. 

• Assessments are based on current achievement in relation to the standards – the focus is on what students know, understand, and can do at the time of assessment; 
letters or numbers are not used to represent achievement, and scores are not averaged. 

• Assessment planning is done with the end in mind, using the standards/competencies to design meaningful assessments, the criteria and standards for which are 
provided to the students in advance. 

• Students’ level of achievement is frequently communicated to parents and students using language to describe the levels that is understandable, consistent 
throughout the school and across departments, and defined for parents and students in advance. 

 

 ACHIEVEMENT SCALE 

Insufficient 
Evidence (I) 

 
Reserved for students 

who have not 
provided enough 
demonstration of 
their learning for 

assessment to take 
place. These students 
cannot be placed on 

the achievement scale. 
A student assigned an 

“I” grade at 
semester’s end should 

repeat the current 
course of study. 

EMERGING 
(beginning/novice demonstration of 

learning) 
 
Demonstrates one or more of: 
• insufficient understanding; 
• limited knowledge; 
• inadequate performance; 
 
 
Students have not demonstrated competency 
at the appropriate grade level for the 
standards; have not shown they can perform 
at the next level; and would benefit from 
more time studying at this level. 
 
 

 
“I don’t get it yet, but I’m trying.” 

DEVELOPING 
 

 
 
Demonstrates one or more of: 
• partial understanding; 
• basic knowledge; 
• and/or barely adequate 

performance. 
 
Students inconsistently demonstrate 
competency at the appropriate grade level for 
the standards; have shown they can possibly 
perform at the next level in some areas; and 
would benefit from more time studying 
certain areas at this level. 
 
 

“I’m starting to get it.” 

PROFICIENT 
 
 

 
Demonstrates: 
• full understanding; 
• thorough knowledge; 
• and adequate performance. 
 
 
Students demonstrate competency at the 
appropriate grade level for the standards; 
have shown they can perform at the next 
level; and don’t need additional time 
studying at this level. 
 
 

 
“I get it.” 

EXTENDING 
(exemplary/advanced demonstration 

of learning) 
 

Demonstrates: 
• sophisticated understanding; 
• enhanced knowledge; 
• and exemplary performance. 
 
 
Students demonstrate competency beyond 
the appropriate grade level for the 
standards; can apply their learning in an 
authentic context; have shown they can 
perform at the next level or beyond; and 
don’t need additional time studying at this 
level. 
 

“I really get it and can teach 
others how to do it.” 

   

 *Students at these levels of achievement at semester’s end may be recommended to a remedial course of study (in the case of “Emerging” students) and 
should be promoted to the next level for their current course of study. This should be noted in the comments of the final report (i.e. “Enrolment in (course) 
is recommended.”). 

 


