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Guidelines for Effective Tutoring in the Classroom 

 
Help those you tutor by: 

 maintaining a positive attitude toward the course, the instructor, and the student being tutored. 
Avoid making negative statements regarding an instructor - this may lead to students feeling 
that how they do in the classroom is out of their hands. 

 answering and asking questions. 

 assisting in organizing course materials. 

 encouraging good study habits. 

 NOT doing their work for them. 

 modelling good work habits - show students your agenda and how you get it to work for you. 

 

Help the teacher in the classroom by: 

 being a good role model for students in the classroom. Fill out your agenda. Be on time with the 
materials you need. Be responsible. You are not there to socialize with the students, and it may 
take some willpower to avoid doing so. 

 offering to help. You are in the classroom for well over an hour and a half most days. You may 
not always have students with which to work. (Remember though, your primary objective is to 
work with students, not to mark papers.) 

 never working on your own homework during this time. 

 

1. Create a supportive, safe situation for tutoring. "Safe" means "not judgmental" and "not punishing." 
The student should learn quickly that making mistakes is all right, and that you are there to help. 

2. Be honest in responding. If the student is correct, say so, but don't exaggerate accomplishments. 
And if the student is incorrect, say so supportingly. "No, that's not right, but it's a good try." or (if 
close to the target) "Not quite, but you're on the right track." In speaking with a student, do not 
correct incorrect grammar or usage. Instead, model correct speech at all times. 

3. Don't over-explain. Say the minimum amount needed to assist the student. Keep the focus of each 
session on the student's readings and explanations, not yours. 

4. Help learners to think independently. Give them strategies for figuring things out on their own. 
Encourage self-help. Avoid having them become dependent upon you to do their work for them. 
Rather than giving answers to general questions students ask, consider responding with, "How do 
you think we could find an answer to this?" ex. If looking for answers to review questions at the end 
of the chapter, model how to skim to find the correct answer. 

5. Be relaxed and don't worry about making mistakes. All tutors occasionally will do something wrong. 
So will teachers. It's part of being human. And when you don't know the answer to a question, say 
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so. Often the steps you take to find out how to do something (reading text, asking teacher) are steps 
that the student may not know to take. 

6. If the student comments on the subject at hand or asks questions, provide positive feedback or 
answers, but don't allow conversation to dominate the session until the work session has concluded. 
In general, be friendly and supportive but try to keep the student's focus on his or her work. 

 

SCENARIO 1: 

A student asks for your help understanding right hand rule in a Science 9 class. Although you are a good 
science student, electricity was never your strong point, and you feel ill at ease explaining the concept 
when you don't quite understand it all that well yourself. 

What should you do? 

 

SCENARIO 2: 

The same student keeps asking for your help in a SS 8 class, and you've come to the conclusion that he is 
really just trying to get you to do his work for him. What do you say to that student? 

 

Peer Tutoring Classroom Activities or “What do I do now?”  

 Follow the direction of the classroom teacher, but don't depend on the teacher to tell you 
everything you need to do. 

 Offer to do homework checks. 

 Assist with organization for individual students if necessary. These students will become readily 
apparent. 

 Work with individuals and groups of students on in-class assignments or labs. Clarify assignment 
directions for individual students. 

 Help students plan for written assignments (ie: brainstorming, mapping, outlines) 

 Assist students with research and study skills. 

 Circulate around the room during work times. Occasionally check with students to ensure they 
understand the assignment. 

 Take notes for students who have difficulty with note taking.  Check with the teacher first to see 
if this is necessary. 

 Complete your weekly jounals during the last ten minutes of class. 

 

Never do your homework in class. Never ask your teacher if you can work on homework during class. 
When the teacher is lecturing, take notes. Circulate often during work times. During tests, ask the 
teacher if there is any preparation work you can do to assist him/her. You will need to know what the 
classroom assignments are, and what is expected of students. You also need to be available to work with 
students at all times. You don't want to be seen as just another student in the class. 
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What do I do if students don't ask me for help? 

This is normal. Some students find it hard to ask for help. Check in often. Become a familiar presence in 
the classroom. Avoid asking questions which require a yes/no answer, like "Do you need some help?" 
Instead, say, "Show me what you're working on," "How far have you gotten? or "I'm just checking work 
to see if people are on the right track ..." 

Respect 

Students need to see you as somebody with authority fairly early on. You are not a typical member of 
the class, but you are not a teacher either. You are not there to discipline students. You do deserve the 
students' respect. 

 Talk to your placement teacher ahead of time (during your observation day might be a good 
time - or after school) about some structured activities for which you could be responsible. ex. 
scheduled agenda or homework checks - students may be required to have previous homework 
or agendas open on their desks, and you quietly record whether it is completed or not. Make it 
worthwhile. 

 Take on the responsibility of making sure absent students get missed work. 

 Take the initiative. Don't stand back awaiting teacher direction. Circulate. Check in with 
students often. Learn to know the students and work with those who need the help. Once 
students see you working with others, they are more likely to use you as a resource. 

 

SCENARIO 3 

The teacher leaves the classroom to go to the washroom leaving you alone with the class. Up to this 
point, the students have been well-behaved, but chaos erupts once she has departed. What do you do? 

 

SCENARIO 4 

You had envisioned peer tutoring in a classroom where you would be run-off your feet, but that is 
simply not the case. The students are independent for the most part. You check-in often with them, but 
they really do appear to not need the help at this point. 

What do you do? 

 

SCENARIO 5 

You are about to start your classroom placement, and you are feeling quite nervous. You know that 
showing initiative is important, so you decide to write down some of the things you will offer to do for 
the teacher once you start your placement. What do you write? 
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Peer Tutors as Role Models 

Peer tutors are expected to serve as positive role models during their tutoring blocks. This means that 
they will be expected to: 

 Arrive on time complete with peer tutoring binder and necessary supplies. 

 Model study strategy use in their own subjects and use as an illustration of how these with time 
and effort, become easy and beneficial. NEVER tell the student you think the strategies are a 
waste of time. You may not need to use them, but a lot of students do! (some examples of 
things you might model: an organized flashcard use, methods of note-taking, etc.) 

 Resist the urge to socialize during the class.  Many of your students would prefer to spend their 
time visiting so please try to keep them on task.  It is important that the classroom teacher be 
able to depend on you.  Please remember that you are not there to be friends with the 
students. 

 Use yourself as an example to the students whenever possible. If you have to work long and 
hard for your marks, tell that to your student. Many of them believe that good students get 
theirs marks without any effort at all. 

 Do not discuss how terrible or unfeeling a teacher may or may not be. Often students give up 
trying if they think their difficulties are due to the teacher's teaching style.  Instead, explain that 
sometimes individuals may have trouble learning from a specific teaching style, but they can 
adjust if they just learn how. 

 

Scenario 6 

You have become friends with one of the students in the class in which you tutor. You are finding it 
difficult to avoid socializing with your friend, especially during those long, double blocks. The teacher is 
starting to give you dark looks. What do you do? 

 

Scenario 7 

You offered to help a student who clearly needs the support, but she rudely told you to back off.  What 
do you? 

 


